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	Terms 3 & 4



Welcome to the second issue of our newsletter.  In it you will find information about Year 2 up until Easter.
Thank you very much for our Christmas presents – they were much appreciated.  (Miss Krudde splashed out on a party frock; Mr Higgins is probably going to buy a Kinect for his Xbox so he can pretend to be a Jedi Knight in his living room.)
	News

· 2H will have two student teachers for four weeks after half term.  

· Parents’ Evenings will be 20th and 21st March.
· We are hoping to organise a school trip to the zoo after half term.

· Year 2 will be receiving 16 sparkly new laptops later this term!  These will be used solely in Year 2 to deliver ICT and to support learning across the curriculum. 
· 2K were lucky enough to have weekly tennis lessons with Simon, a professional tennis coach, last year.  It’s 2H's turn this term.


Supporting Your Child

It remains vital that your child is reading regularly at home.  Thank you for your support in this so far – please keep up your encouragement. 
Number bonds to 10 (pairs of numbers that add together to make 10) are a good concept to practice.  Move on to number bonds to 20 or 100 as appropriate.

We have recently introduced the exciting concept of multiplication which could be practiced at home.  We have started by calculating multiples of 2 and 10 by counting up in 2s or 10s.

Some of our topics lend themselves very well to research at home on the internet or in books.  This is certainly not essential, but any help you can give your child will add to their learning experience.  
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Curriculum Targets
The new school curriculum targets are out: these will run until Easter.

	
	Children will work their way up the Literacy target ladder and will be able to see what their next steps are.

In Numeracy, children will have one of the Numeracy targets and will works towards completing it over the term.

	Literacy Target Ladder
	

	· I write simple and compound sentences.

· With help, I vary my sentences.

· I use connectives like: and, but, so.
· Sometimes I use different tenses.
	

	· I can start my sentences in different ways.

· I use and and then to join my ideas.

· I can write some simple sentences.

· I use past and present tense correctly.
	

	· I can do brave writing.

· I can use and.
	

	
	

	Numeracy

	Know all the number bonds to 10.
	Times tables: 2x and 10x
	Times tables: 2x, 5x and 10x


Notes

· PE is still on Mondays (2H), Thursdays (2K) and Wednesdays (all).  Please ensure your child has PE kit in school on these days.
· Reading workshop continues on Thursday mornings, 8.50 – 9.15am.

Year 2 Curriculum Information – Terms 3 & 4

Literacy: In our narrative unit during these terms we will be reading, talking about, acting out and writing ‘traditional’ or ‘fairy’ stories.  In our non-fiction unit we will be looking at ‘explanation’ texts, using time and causal connectives to explain processes, for example life cycles.  We will also be thinking about the various features of non-fiction texts, for example using index and contents pages and glossaries.

Numeracy: In numeracy we will be counting on and back in ones tens and hundreds, rehearsing addition and subtraction facts up to 20 and adding three numbers together mentally.  We will be estimating and weighing in kilograms and grams, reading time to the half hour, and organising data into block graphs.  We will also be learning about multiplication as repeated addition, and starting to understand division as grouping.

Science:  In science we will be studying:

“Forces and Movement” which extends children’s understanding of how pushes and pulls affect the movement and shape of objects.
“Health and Growth” where children learn that plants and animals grow and reproduce. They will use ideas about feeding and growth to learn about ways we need to look after ourselves to stay healthy.

Religious Education: We will be thinking about books that are special to us, and then finding out about books that are special to people of different religions.  We will also be finding out about the Easter story.

Art: We will be supporting our work in literacy on traditional tales by making our own character puppets. Also we will use photography or collage to explore an issue or event in the children’s lives.
Geography:  In a topic called ‘Global Eye’ we look at how spectacles can be recycled to help people in poorer parts of the world.

Music: As well as our usual music sessions, during which we will be thinking about pulse and rhythm.

Physical Education:  This term we will be taking part in educational gymnastics, as well as outdoor games when the weather permits.

Personal, Social and Health Education:   This term, our topics will be ‘going for goals’, ‘good to be me’ and ‘substances and safety.’

Information and Communications Technology: With our brand new Year 2 laptops, we will using ICT in all areas of the curriculum.
2K with Simon the tennis coach








