Dear Parents / Carers,
Reading at home
We thought it might be useful if I wrote to clarify the arrangements for reading in Year 2 as they are slightly different to Year 1.

The reading books that the children bring home with them are intended to build confidence and to allow them to enjoy reading independently; we want the children to think of themselves as readers.  Therefore, they should be bringing home books that they could read independently with no help even though they will usually be reading with you. A suitable book would be one in which your child can read about 95% of the words fluently, with the remaining words being read with little problem using strategies such as sounding out.  

Please bear in mind that in each box of books that a child chooses from there are some slightly easier and some slightly harder books.  The children should be trying to choose a suitably challenging book each time.  The box that each child is on will be reviewed next week and periodically through the year.
The recording of how much reading your child is doing at home will be recorded in the new yellow reading record books which your children will be bringing home. This provides a record for the child and also a means of communication between home and school as to how their reading is progressing. 
Children learn to read with expression whilst listening to adults reading aloud so reading to your child remains important too.
Reading regularly at home is a vital part of your child’s development in reading and writing.  If you have any concerns or comments about your child’s reading, or any other matter, please don’t hesitate to discuss it with us.
Yours faithfully,

Steve Higgins
Andrea Krudde
